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with the bustle of preparation. The resources of
the three kingdoms were strained to the uttermost ;
ships and stores were collected and everything
possible was done to ensure the success of the great
attempt. Drake, however, was not idle ; he forced
his way into Cadiz, and did so much destruction in
that port that the sailing- Of the expedition was
delayed for nearly a year (1587). I$ut at last all was
ready, a fleet of between one hundred and thirty and
one hundred and fifty sail was assembled in the
Tagus, and Philip might well feel confident of success.
Not only were the ships the pick of the Spanish navy
and far superior in tonnage to any which could be
brought against them, but the crews were fired with
religious enthusiasm by the blessing of the Vicar of
Christ; they numbered amongst them the veterans
who had shared in the glorious day of Lepanto, and
they were members of a service which had never yet
tasted of defeat in any engagement. There seemed
to be but one disquieting fact, the Marquis of Santa
Crux, who had been given the command, had died
almost on the eve of departure, and it was hard to
replace such an experienced admiral. With strange
perversity Philip fixed his choice on the Duke of
Medina Sidonia, who only accepted the post under
great pressure, and who knew more of horticulture
than navigation, and preferred oranges to ships.

But, despite this foolish appointment, the English
appeared to be little capable of withstanding the
attack of Philip's great armament. The royal navy
consisted of but thirty ships and they were of doubt-
ful value owing to the slight care which had been